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OUGHT: The Journal of Autistic Culture
Ought: The Journal of Autistic Culture is a peer-reviewed, biannual journal
that aims to document autistic culture by publishing scholarly and creative
works examining and exploring it. Ought focuses on contributions of
the autistic community, celebrating the visual, verbal, and non-verbal
accomplishments of autistic scholars, artists, and others. It also showcases
the work of the scholars, scientists, parents, professionals, and other
autistic-adjacent individuals who share experiences with autistic people and
influence their lives. In blending creative and critical works about autism,
Ought seeks to break down barriers between academic disciplines, between
genres of artistic expression, between caretakers and professionals, and
finally, between neurotypicals and autistics. Ought is the conversation about
autism as it ought to be.

Language and Labels
Ought uses identity-first language to refer to autistic individuals whenever
possible. Identity-first language communicates our commitment to
neurodiversity and aligns with the journal’s focus on autistic culture. Ought
does employ the term “Autism Spectrum Disorder” to refer to autism, given
the widespread use of this term in autism-related research. Nevertheless,
Ought recognizes and values contributors who resists the pathologizing term
“disorder.”

Submit to Ought: The Journal of Autistic Culture
Ought welcomes contributions from scholars, researchers, writers, and
artists. Contributors are the initial owners of the copyright to their
submitted pieces. For more information and the latest calls for submissions,
please see http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/ought.

About the Cover Image
The cover image is by the autistic poet and artist Jon
Adams, whose poetry is featured in this issue. Jon
writes that “My school pen is actually my school pen
and isn’t about disliking writing. It’s about the pain of
holding the pen to write not the ability to create.”

OUGHT Editorial Board
Our editorial board consists of a balance of autistic and neurotypical scholars
from universities around the world.
Co-Editors-in-Chief
Robert Rozema, Grand Valley State University
Chris Bass, University of Illinois at Chicago
Visual Arts Editor
Pernille Fraser
Poetry Editor
James McGrath, Leeds Beckett University
Editorial Board
Sara M. Acevedo, Miami of Ohio University
Sonya Loftis, Morehouse College
James McGrath, Leeds Beckett University
Bruce Mills, Kalamazoo College
Kia Jane Richmond, Northern Michigan University
David Schaafsma, University of Illinois at Chicago
Peter Smagorinsky, University of Georgia
Alyssa Hillary Zisk, University of Rhode Island

Reviewers for Volume 3, Issue 1 (Fall 2021)
Alexa Baird, Rutgers Graduate School of Education; Angelica Davila,
University of Illinois at Chicago; Erin Felepchuk, University of Guelph;
Pernille Fraser; Sonya Loftis, Morehouse College; James McGrath, Leeds
Beckett University; Peter Smagorinsky, University of Georgia; Bailey Szustak,
University of Illinois at Chicago.

Note from the Editors: On Education

T

aro Yashima’s 1955 children’s book Crow Boy is, to my knowledge,
the first fictional narrative depicting an autistic child’s experience
in school. The book, a Caldecott Honor recipient, tells the story of a

Japanese boy known only as Chibi, whose strange interests (insects and birds)
and unusual behaviors (hiding in small, dark places) make him an outcase in
school. Chibi is teased by his classmates and ignored by his teacher for five
years, until the arrival of a new teacher, Mr. Isobe, changes everything. Isobe,
who is based on Yashima’s real-life teacher Takeo Isonaga, recognizes Chibi’s
extensive knowledge of nature, puts his artwork on display in the classroom,
and even enjoys talking to him. At the end of the story, Mr. Isobe encourages
Chibi to participate in the school talent show, where he shows an incredible
ability to mimic the call of crows— calls he hears every day on his long walk
from his village to school. His classmates and the community members are
amazed by his knowledge and his performance.
Crow Boy is beautifully drawn and sensitively told, and as such, it offers
a fitting introduction to this issue of Ought, which focuses on education.
Just as Crow Boy occurs almost exclusively in the Japanese school where
Mr. Isobe teaches, the pieces in this issue focus largely on educational
spaces and structures, as they ask important questions about how school
systems accommodate or fail to accommodate autistic and neurodivergent
students. Marie Adrienne R. Manalili, for example, examines how ableist
ideologies underlie educational policies and practices, as she relates her own
experiences as an autistic student in both the Philippines and the U.K. And
Pernille Fraser interviews the autistic artist and activist Jessica Starns about
the history of inclusive education in the U.K.
Two parents of autistic students also share personal stories about navigating
the complex, fraught world of inclusion advocacy. Kevin Timpe and David
Urban both contribute articles about the ins and outs of advocacy. Timpe
takes on the resistant, even negligent public school system that pared
down its support for his son during the pandemic shut-down; Urban looks
inward to examine his failures and successes as the advocate-in-chief for his
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college-age son. Both authors see advocacy as “a moral imperative,” as Timpe
writes, though their approaches differ.
In her scholarly essay “Being the Curriculum,” Alyssa Hillary Zisk addresses
an educational challenge that even parent advocates like Timpe an Urban
might not anticipate: the use of autistic students as representatives of autism
to their neurotypical peers. Zisk recounts how this occurred in her graduate
neuroscience program. While Zisk graciously agreed to “be the curriculum,”
in her words, her essay details what she hopes her classmates might really
learn about cognition, autistic identity, and neurology. Likewise, other pieces
in this issue speak to being autistic in school from a first-hand perspective,
including poems by Jon Adams and Natalie Joelle, artwork by Pernille Fraser,
and comics by Steve Asbell and Vera Pudilova. Collectively, their words and
images reveal schooling experiences that were mostly absent of teachers
like Mr. Isobe, the kind-hearted and brilliantly accommodating teacher in
Crow Boy. The authoritative teacher in Jon Adams’ poem “Specific Learning
Disability” asks, “You’re just wrong again can’t you see what I’m saying”/ Why
do you sit there like that in your permanent daydream”?
In this issue, Ought recongizes and celebrates the autistic and
neurodivergent students who may have been “permanently daydreaming” in
school. They become poets, artists, musicians, essayists, and scholars. They
know the call of crows.
—Robert Rozema and Christopher Bass
References
Yashima, T. (1955). Crow boy. Viking.

ought

Volume 3, Issue 1 Fall 2021

5

OUGHT
Volume 3 Issue 1 (Fall 2021)

Education
8 | POETRY
Specific Learning Disability
Jon Adams

10 | ESSAY

A Son’s Progress, a Father’s Confusion: Reflections on Our Asperger’s
Educational Journey and Literature
David V. Urban

20 | COMICS
Stimmy Kitty
Steve Asbell

22 | DISABILITY THEORY

Ableist Ideologies Stifle Neurodiversity and Hinder Inclusive Education
Marie Adrienne R. Manalili

37 | FINE ART
The Cruelty of the Unnurturing Educator
Pernille Fraser

38 | DISABILITY THEORY

What are Intended as Systems of Support Become Systems of Struggle
Kevin Timpe

51 | CARTOON
School Uniforms
Vera Pudilova

6

ought

Volume 3, Issue 1 Fall 2021

52 | POETRY
Betral Fish in a Clear Trout Stream
Betrayal Fish, Part 2: From the Age of Fishes
Jon Adams

56 | INTERVIEW

Educational Policy in the UK: An Interview with Artist/Activist Jessica Starns
Pernille Fraser

66 | ESSAY

Being the Curriculum
Alyssa Hillary Zisk

72 | POETRY
d essai
Natalie Joelle

